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MEMORANDUM
TO: Clergy, Religious and Faithful of the Diocese of Monterey
FROM: +Most Reverend Gerald E. Wilkerson e )

Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Monterey

DATE: August 1, 2018

As Apostolic Administrator I thought it might be helpful for me to introduce myself. I
was born in Des Moines, Iowa but my family moved to Long Beach, California when I
was two years old. I have four siblings, two brothers and two sisters, and I attended
St. Anthony Elementary and High School in Long Beach. After graduating from high
school I entered the seminary system for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, studying first
at Queen of Angels Seminary in San Fernando and then at St. John’s Seminary in
Camarillo. I was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese on May 1, 1965 by Cardinal
James McIntyre at the old St. Vibiana Cathedral in Los Angeles. I had parish
assignments in La Habra, central Los Angeles and Manhattan Beach before being
names Administrator and then Pastor of Our Lady of Grace Parish in Encino.

After fifteen years in Encino I was named Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles and
ordained a bishop by Cardinal Roger Mahony on January 21, 1998. I oversaw the San
Fernando Pastoral Region of the Archdiocese for nearly twenty years, until my
retirement in 2016.

Bishop Rich Garcia and I have been good friends since we were both ordained bishops
just a week apart in 1998. We served together for many years as members of the
Executive Committee of the California Catholic Conference of Bishops. I join you in
sharing our loss of a good friend and wonderful loving and caring Bishop.

Now I have been asked to journey with you. Our journey begins in shock and sadness
as we mourn the loss of Bishop Rich. I cannot, and will not, try to take his place. But
I think that we honor him by continuing his vision and his pastoral ministry here in
the Diocese of Monterey. As we journey together we must continue to build on the
foundation laid by Bishop Ryan and Bishop Garcia. The naming of a new bishop will
take a number of months, during which time we need to unite and continue to build
the kingdom of God here in the Diocese of Monterey. I am particularly amazed at the
fertile fields of the Diocese, and I think that our faith, love and unity should be as
abundant as the food and drink that comes from the work of many hands.

I do ask your patience with me while I get up to speed on the special characteristics of
your beloved Diocese. I do hope to visit all the parishes, institutions and areas of the
Diocese in due time. Although I am completing some commitments in Los Angeles,
you may reach me through the Diocesan Offices. I hope to take up full residence here
the week of August 20.

Finally, I ask for your prayers for me as I begin this new ministry among you. And let

us also join in prayer for the choosing and coming of a new Bishop to this
extraordinary vineyard of the Lord’s Church.
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PARA: Clero, Religiosos v Fieles de la Diocesis de Monterey
FROM: +IVluy Reverendo Gerald E. Wilkerson

Administrador Apostolico de la Ditcesis de Monterey

DATE: Lugusto 1, 2018

Como Administrador Apostélico, pensé que seria util que me presentara. Naci en Des Moines,
Iowa, pero mi familia se mudd a Long Beach, California cuando tenia dos afios. Tengo dos
hermanos y dos hermanas, y asisti alaescuela primaria, secundaria y preparatoria St.
£nthony en Long Beach. Después de graduarme de laescuela preparatoria ingress a sistema
de ssminarios de la Arquididcesis de Los Angeles, estudiando primero en el Seminario Queen
of Angels en San Fernando yluego enel Seminario St. John's en Camarillo. Fui ordenado
sacerdote de la Arquididcesisel 1de mayo de 1965 por el cardenal James Mclntire enla
antigua Catedral de San Vibiana en Los Angeles. Tuve asignaviones parroquiales en La
Habra, enel centro de Los &ngeles v en Manhattan Beach antes e ser nombrado
administracor y posteriorments parroco de la Parroquia de Nuestra Sefiora de la Graciaen
Encino.

Después de quince atios en Encino, ful nombradh Obispo Auwxdliar de Los !jmgeles ¥ ordenado
obispo porel Cardenal Roger Mahony el 21 de enero de 1998, Supervisé la Region Pastoral
Pan Fernando de 1a Arquidiocesis durante casi veinte atios, hasta mi jubilacionen 2016.

El Ohispo Ricardo Garciay yo hemos sido buenos amigos desde que ambos fuimos ordenados
obispos conunasemana de diferenciaen 1998. Servimos juntos por muchos afioscomo
miemhbros del Comité E peutivo de la Conferencia Catodlica de Obispos de California Me uno a
ustedes a compartir nuestra pérdida de un buen amigo y un maravillosn, afectuoso ¥
compasivo Obispo.

&hora me han pedich que comparta esta jornada con ustedes. Nuestro vigje comienza con
conmocion ¥ tristeza mientras lloramosla pérdida del Obispo Ricardo. No puedo, ¥ no
intentaré, tomar sulugar. Pero creo que lo honramos al continuar su vision ¥ su ministerio
pastoral aqui en la Diocesis de Monterey. Mientras vigjamos jntos debemos continuar
construyendo sobre los cimientos establecidos por el Obispo Ryan yel Ohispo Garia El
nombramiento de un nuevo obispo tomara un namero de meses, durante los cuales
necesitamos unirnos ¥ continuar construyendo el reino de Dios aqui en la Didcesis de
Monterey. E stoy particularmente sorprendido por loscampos fértiles de laDidcesis, y creo que
nuestra fe, amor ¥ unidad deben ser tan abundantescomo la comida y1a behida que proviene
del trabagjo de muchas manos.

Les pido paciencia mientras llego a conocer las caracteristic as especiales de su querida
Didcesis. Espero visitar todas las parmoquias, instituciones y areas de laDidcesis a su debido
tiempo. Aunque estoy completando algunoscompromisos en Los Angeles, pueden comunic arse
conmigo através de las Oficinas Diocesanas. Espero tomar residencia aqui la semana del 20
de agosto.

Finalmente, pido susoraciones por mi ahora que comienzo este nuevo ministerio con ustedes.
T también unamonos en oracion por la eleccion y venida de un nuevo Obispo aeste
extraordinario vitiedo de lalglesia del Sefior.



