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April 12, 2026 Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

Second Sunday of Easter ~ isciri
(or Sunday of Divine Mercy)

Acts 2:42-47 | 1Pt1:3-9 | J]n20:19-31

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Can you imagine being Thomas and finding out that while

you were gone from the Upper Room, the resurrected Jesus
appeared to the other disciples? And then, according to the
evangelist John, it was a full week later when Jesus returns to
that room. If | were Thomas, | would probably be consumed with
thoughts about how unfair the situation was - that | was being
asked to believe without seeing while the other disciples were
able to see the glorified Christ. And, of course, we don’t know
how Thomas reacted, except that he demanded to see and touch
the wounds of Christ. We do know that when Christ returns he
does not admonish Thomas, but offers his hands and his side to
his disciple to touch. Christ responded to Thomas with mercy -
inviting him into an encounter in a way that will draw him into
deeper faith. And Christ also comes to us again and again and
again, mercifully inviting us into relationship with him regardless
of what we demand or how often we fall away.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

We do not have a right to God’s mercy. Humanity willingly
and intentionally turned away from God in the Garden of
Eden, and we continue to do so today when we choose to sin
and turn away from God. But God extends mercy to us as an
undeserved gift, and he calls us to be merciful to others. The
reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells us that the first
Christians devoted themselves to the love of God and others,
and they forged an avenue for mercy to be made present as
they cared for one another by dividing their material goods
“according to each one’s need.” We, too, are called to be
merciful. We are called to look beyond what someone should
be able to do on their own and be open to responding to their
need in love. And as we show mercy to others, we remind one
another of our dignity and worth. As with Thomas, Jesus does
not focus on what we lack, but instead generously offers what
is needed to draw us into relationship.

RECEIVE

It can be just as hard to receive mercy as it is to extend it. In
receiving mercy, we must admit that we are not capable of
healing ourselves of all that keeps us from full communion
with Christ. This week, pray for the grace to fully receive the
mercy that God so lovingly offers, trusting that he desires to
meet us where we are and draw us closer to himself.
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12 de abril de 2026

Segundo domingo de Pascua
(o Domingo de la Divina Misericordia)

Hechos 2,42-47
1P 1,39
Jn 20,19-31

CRECER COMO DISCIPULO | ORA, ESTUDIA, COMPROMETETE, SIRVE

.Te imaginas ser Tomas y descubrir que, mientras ti no estabas en el Cenaculo, Jesus
resucitado se habia aparecido a los demas discipulos? Y luego, segun el evangelista Juan, paso
toda una semana hasta que Jesus volvid a ese lugar. Si yo fuera Tomas, probablemente estaria
obsesionado con lo injusta que era la situacion: que a mi se me pidiera creer sin ver, mientras
que los otros discipulos pudieron ver al Cristo glorificado. Y, por supuesto, no sabemos cémo
reacciond Tomas, salvo que exigio ver y tocar las heridas de Cristo. Lo que si sabemos es que
cuando Cristo regresa, no reprende a Tomas, sino que le ofrece sus manos y su costado para
que su discipulo los toque. Cristo respondié a Tomas con misericordia, invitandolo a un encuentro
gue lo llevaria a una fe mas profunda. ¥ Cristo también viene a nosotros una y otra y otra vez,
invitandonos misericordiosamente a una relacién con él, sin importar lo que pidamos ni cuantas
veces nos alejemos.

IRY EVANGELIZAR | ORACION, INVITACION, TESTIMONIO, ACOMPANAMIENTO

No tenemos derecho a la misericordia de Dios. La humanidad se alejé voluntaria e
intencionalmente de Dios en el Jardin del Edén, y seguimos haciéndolo hoy cuando elegimos
pecar y apartarnos de él. Pero Dios nos ofrece su misericordia como un regalo inmerecido, y nos
llama a ser misericordiosos con los demas. La lectura de los Hechos de los Apdstoles nos cuenta
gue los primeros cristianos se dedicaron tanto al amor de Dios come al préjimo, y abrieron un
camino para que la misericordia se hiciera presente al cuidarse unos a otros, repartiendo sus
bienes materiales “segun las necesidades de cada uno”. También estamos llamados a ser
misericordiosos. Estamos llamados a mirar mas alla de lo que alguien deberia ser capaz de hacer
por si mismo y a estar abiertos a responder a sus necesidades con amor. Y al mostrar
misericordia hacia los demas, recordamos mutuamente nuestra dignidad y nuestro valor. Al igual
gue con Tomas, Jesus no se centra en lo que nos falta, sino que ofrece generosamente lo
necesario para atraernes hacia una relacion con él.

RECIBIR

Recibir misericordia puede ser tan dificil como ofrecerla. Al recibirla, debemos admitir que no
somos capaces de realizar nuestra propia sanacion de todo aquello que nos impide estar en
plena comunién con Cristo. Esta semana, reza por la gracia de recibir plenamente la misericordia
que Dios nos ofrece con tanto amor, confiando en que él desea encontrarnos tal y como somos
y acercarnos mas a él.
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PRAYER AND PERSEVERANCE WITH

VICTIM/SURVIVORS WHOSE VOICES
KNOW: WE ARE THERE WITH THEM.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgH_TXyc9bY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PS7y_RD8l8g

3rd Annual
LEGACY BALL

SPONSORSHIP Madonna Inn
Oppo RTU N ITY 100 Madonna Rd, S.L.O.

There is still opportunity to
sponsor our 3rd Annual
Legacy Ball in honor or
memory of a loved one,
friend, or former parishioner.

May 31st, 2026

noon to 4 o'clock

Limited Seating
Formal Attire

Fabulous Food

Fun with Friends!

$100 PER PERSON '
o= A

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church

Reservations: (805)235-8803 or Email: seaschurchlo@gmail.com
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